
Professor Raymond Gaddy Phone: 620-3827  
Color Theory ART 1205C E-Mail: rgaddy@unf.edu 
Fall 2015 T/TR 9:25 AM-12:05 PM Office: Building 45 RM 2017 
 Office Hours: T/TR7:00-9:15am 
 
 
Course Description: In this studio class students will develop visual and working skills needed to 
understand the physical properties and relationships of color. Students will expand their color 
sensibilities and develop a working understanding of color psychology, symbolism, and expressive 
color. Research, critique and class discussions will expand the use of color appropriate vocabulary and 
aid in the student’s development of critical thinking skills. Historic and contemporary references and 
studying the work of important theorists, artists and designers will broaden their understanding of color 
as a visual language. 
 
Course Goals: Students will gain an understanding of color systems, properties, and relationships as 
well as knowledge of the appropriate vocabulary necessary to discuss these systems and properties.  
This will be achieved through direct analysis, readings, demonstrations, exercises and formal 
assignments. Students will expand their color sensibilities through and understanding of various 
systems of color mixing. The work of important color theorists will be examined, as well as the use of 
color in the works of various historical and contemporary artists and designers. 
 
Grading and Requirements: Students will receive a numerical grade on each assignment based on 
the following grade system: 
 
 50% Homework/In class Projects 
 10% Midterm Exam 
 20% Final Projects 
 10% Group Presentation 
 10% Final Portfolio 
 
•Class attendance, participation, and dedication will have an impact on final grades. 
•Throughout the semester, there may be activities such as films, lectures and gallery tours which you 
will be participate in for extra credit. 
•You are expected have all materials for each class. 
• You will be required to keep and maintain a website in which you will keep a visual record of your 
assignment processes as well as in class and home work assignments. 
 
A = 97-100% B+ = 87-89% C+ = 77-79% D = 60-69% 
A- = 90-96%  B = 80-86% C = 70-76% F = < 59% 
 
Classroom Etiquette: There are a few rules to keep in mind that will make your studio time go much 
smoother. Turn off all cell phones. No music/headphones until midterm. After headphones are allowed 
make sure they are at a volume at which you can hear me talking. Food and drinks are allowed in the 
studio though it is strongly encouraged that you cover all food and drinks. There is an open door policy 
on all work days, don’t abuse it.  
 
Attendance: Attendance is critical to a studio class, and will be taken each session. You are 
permitted up to three absences per semester. Being counted present means being in class for the 
entire class. Leaving class early constitutes an absence. Your final grade will be affected by your 
absences at a rate of one letter grade per absence beyond the limit established.  
•Do not be late for any class!! The early part of the class will be the most vital as assignments; new 
media and techniques will be discussed during this time. 



Safety: It is very important that you use art materials correctly for your own safety and the safety of 
others. Be particularly careful with sharp blades as misuse or carelessness can cause severe injury. 
Adhesives should be used only in areas with proper ventilation and while wearing a facemask. The 
chemicals in these materials can cause lung and nervous system damage if used excessively or 
improperly. 
 
Disabilities Statement: Students with disabilities who seek reasonable accommodations in the 
classroom or other aspects of performing their coursework must first register with the UNF Disability 
Resource Center (DRC) located in Building 10, Room 1201.  DRC staff members work with students to 
obtain required documentation of disability and to identify appropriate accommodations as required by 
applicable disability laws including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). After receiving all 
necessary documentation, the DRC staff determines whether a student qualifies for services with the 
DRC and if so, the accommodations the student will be provided.  DRC staff then prepares a letter for 
the student to provide faculty advising them of approved accommodations. For further information, 
contact the DRC by phone (904) 620-2769, email (kwebb@unf.edu), or visit the DRC website 
(http://www.unf.edu/dept/disabled-services). 
 
 
Schedule: Schedule is subject to change! 
 
Week 1:  8/22- Introduction: Roll, Syllabus, Class information. 
  8/25- Hue, value, saturation & temperature: HUE 
  
Week 2:  8/30- Hue, value, saturation & temperature: VALUE 
  9/1- Hue, value, saturation & temperature: SATURATION 
  
Week 3:  9/6- Hue, value, saturation & temperature: TEMPURATURE 
  9/8- Workday: Color Explorations 
  
Week 4:  9/13- Workday: Color Explorations. Demo: Photo documentation.  
  9/15-Workday: Color Explorations. Demo: Presentation 
 
Week 5:  9/20- Critique: Color Explorations 
  9/22- Color Combinations and Interactions: Color Schemes 
 
Week 6:  9/27- Color Combinations and Interactions: Color Schemes 
  9/29- Critique: Color Schemes; Workday 
 
Week 7:  10/4- Color Combinations and Interactions: Making 3 Look Like 4 
  10/6- Color Combinations and Interactions: Making 4 Look Like 3 
 
Week 8:  10/11- Color Combinations and Interactions: Bezold Effect 
  10/13- MIDTERM EXAM: Psychological Self Portrait assignment given 
 
Week 9:  10/18- Presentation: Group 1. Workday. 
  10/20- Presentation: Group 2 and 3. Workday. 
 
Week 10: 10/25- Demo: Color and digital media. Workday. 
   10/27- Critique: Psychological Self Portrait, Color Constancy assignment given. 
  



Schedule Continued: 
 
Week 11:  11/1- Presentation: Group 4 and 5. Color Inventory Assignment given 
  11/3- In Class Assignment: Color Transparency 
 
Week 12:  11/8- Workday: Color Constancy 
    11/10- Critique: Color Constancy. 
 
Week 13:  11/15- In: Class TBD 
  11/17- In Class: Color Balance 
  
Week 14:  11/22- Critique: Color Inventory. 
  11/24- No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
Week 15: 11/29- Workday: Final Assignment-Color Inventory/Color in Practice. 
  12/1- Final Critique: Color in Practice. 
 
The Final Exam period (12/6, 9:00-10:50) will be used for individual meetings and 
consultations when needed. 
 
 
Materials List: 
 
Website: gaddyin2D.worpress.com 
 
Suggested Text:  COLOR by Zelanski & Fisher 
 
Required Material: 
 
Holbein ACRYLA Gouache 12 color lesson set  
Holbein ACRYLA Gouache Black + White 
several small to medium watercolor brushes (round and flat tips) 
(2) 9x12 pad Strathmore Smooth Bristol Board 
18" metal ruler 
xacto knife with cap and extra blades 
scissors 
cutting surface (chip board or self-healing cutting mat) 
rubber cement 
paint mixing tray with large wells 
water jar 
18” x 24” tracing paper pad 
black masking tape 
double sided tape 
black illustration board (as needed) 
 
Additional supplies will be required for specific assignments. 


